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The Curatorial Perspective

● Bridget Arend
● Jessica Haba
● Anna Jacobson
● Bridget O’Keefe



Methodology

● Check the content, tone, and 
display of existing digital 
collections on the LHA site.

● Research donors and 
figures/concepts described on 
labels.

● Exchange of research materials 
within and amongst groups.

● Select materials to curate into a 
collection.

● Comprehensive spreadsheet and 
organizational streamlining.

Original Inventory

“Final Collections” Inventory



Contextual Research

ACLU Timeline of Reproductive Freedom Cases 1997 Irving Cooperberg New York Times Obituary 

● How to frame these archival materials?
○ Social movements
○ Cultural movements
○ Political movements



Challenges

1. Research
a. Initial research
b. Radio Programs: very 

little information within 
the recordings

2. Organization
3. Liza Cowan

a. What to do about the 
beliefs of the donor?



Metadata Process

Our task - Jack O’Malley, Alissa Fioretto, Craig Nielsen, Bonnie Whitehouse

Develop a metadata scheme and import it into the CMS

Provide documentation and rights information for all objects

Our decisions

By the content and medium of the collection itself

Class discussions 

Mission statement of the Lesbian Hertsory Archive (LHA).



Technical Metadata 
 

Item VS. Collection metadata options in Omeka 

Dublin Core 

PBCore as a metadata standard for the public broadcasting community 

Additional metadata for items based on materiality 



Technical Metadata: Dublin Core VS PBCore 

 



Tagging 

Tagging enhances discoverability of items and establishes connections 
between different parts of the collection

Current LHA tagging system had two major flaws:

Repetition of similar/overlapping tags

Lack of standardization with external controlled vocabularies

How many tags is the right amount?

Issue of community-selected tagging language



Tagging - Approach

Collocated list of tags and number of related 
items per tag, noted which tags could be 
combined/discarded

Referring to item descriptions provided by 
Curatorial Team to assign tags

Homosaurus (v.3) - controlled vocabulary 
establishing lexicon for feminist, queer- and 
trans-related subjects



Tagging - Challenges

Do we tag items with names of persons associated with them? Options:

Tagging only famous names - but where to draw the line between 
famous and non-famous?

Restrict tagging of persons to when person is the “subject” (i.e., topic) 
of the item, rather than contributor 

When is it appropriate to create a new tag?

Being very (perhaps overly) selective about new tag creation to 
prevent tag bloat
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