THE APVENTURES OF CALVIN
HOOPER

By: Rachael
Wettenstein

| live in
Hartford,
Connecticut.




For the most part, I'm a "normal” 8-year-old. My
favorite hobbies are playing in my room,

annoying my sister,




Mom said | can learn guitar soon - so I can be
a rockstar when | grow up!

One thing that makes different
from the other kids is | was born
with low vision.

Mom noticed | was rubbing my eye a lot as a baby...




Mom, Calvin
keeps rolling his
eyes at me!

The doctor ran a bunch of scary tests on my eyes.

Electroretinography (ERG)
Test
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| was diagnosed with
Leber's Congenital
Amaurosis or L-C-A.
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Leber Cungenitél Amaurosis (LCA)

n. Inherited retinal degenerative disease characterized

by severe loss of vision at birth. A variety of other eye-related
abnormalities including roving eye movements, deep-set eyes,
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Why Calvin
and not me?

Does this mean
we can get a dog?
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When Calvin was two months old | began to notice that
he was developing differently than my daughter, Willow.

BLAH BLAH BLAH BLAH
CTORY BLAH VISION BLAH BLAH
GLASSES BLAH BLAH
EYES BLAH BLAH

| went to speak with the doctor and asked my friend No mother wants to be told that something is wrong
Dawn to come along for support. with her child.




Hartford Public Library
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PAREMNTING

What kind of s4ad

information are
you looking for?

Mr. Giles, our librarian, helped me find information
about raising a child with a visual impairment.




What noise does
a cat make?

Calvin and Willow attended HPL's sensory storytime every
week, which helped Calvin strengthen his motor skills.

COMMEBCTIOCUT

What is
special
education?

aLATE DEFARTRER

OF EDUCATION

At the same time, | attended the library's parent
education workshops.

Center (CPAC)
- |Early Intervention, Birth to Three
- |Federation for Children with
Special Needs

CT Community Parent Resource Center
LEA: CT Department of Education

He also provided me with a helpful list of
local resources and agencies.

Calvin could do well |
in an inclusive
environment.

Our pediatrician referred us to early intervention.
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Sunnydale Elementary School
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| am wiiting to you
DECAUSE MY 50,
nzs dificultizs
reading and waiting.

| wrote a letter to the school district asking for a special
education evaluation.

Anidividualized education program or IEP team classified
Calvin as having a visual impairment. We then worked together
to develop a plan.




ACCOMODATIONS

-CLASSROOM SEATING
-EXTRA TIME TO COMPLETE ASSIGNMENTS

-USE OF MAGNIFIERS/IPAD IN CLASS
~ACCESS TO LARGE-FRINT MATERIALS

MODIFICATIONS
-EXCUSED FROM SOME PE CLASSES

-VISITS REAPING SPECIALIST BI-WEEKLY
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AL | can order some

large-print books

i for Calvin.

Have you looked
at our parent
resources?

Can you provide
materials to Calvin
ahead of time?

Calvin doesn't have a behavioral intervention plan, but he
can always go to the school library to relax.

I'll also try to say
everything | write
down on the board.

I met with Calvin's teacher to discuss different things she
could do to help...




Xander. | think
Yes, Anya? Anya's Wrong. Anyone else? é
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WILLOW Get ™}
out of the
bathroom! | B




Hey Willow, isn't
that your brother
Can | use your over there?

iPad at recess?

Every morning my friends, Xander and Anya, meet me at

my locker.
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Typing is better
because [ can adjust the

text SIZE and color. |

In class, because of my vision, | have to sit up front,
which make it harder for me to goof off with my friends.




| use different
devices to see my
textbooks better.

Make text larger in Calendar,
Contacts, Mail, Messages, and
Motes,

MY IPAD HAS ALOT
OF USEFUL APPS
THAT HELP ME READ
AND LISTEN TO MY
WORKSHEETS.

Test Review

If I can't see the board,
I'll record my teacher
while she's talking.

3

AUDIO BOOKS

If | need extra time I can finish my assignments in the
library.




AUDIO BOOKS

Ms. Summers, the librarian, gets me books in different formats so that
they're easier for me to read. | check out lots of comics and
playaways.

Mope. My vision
hasn't improved
since two weeks

ago...

Every couple of weeks | meet with Mr. Snyder to talk about how
my classes are going and to do some reading exercises.

8 THE IEELLHILFER &

Music class is my favorite because | just have to listen.

b
Gym is the WDRST
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Part 4:
Felix's Story

My Human may not be
Michael Jordan, but he's
still the best! Thanks

technology, and good books,




Crid
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